
Water Baptism is an outward picture of what happened on the inside of you when 

you said “Yes” to Jesus. When you accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, 

you said “Yes” to follow Him and you said “No” to living your life in rebellion against 

God. When you get baptized and go under the water it represents that you are 

united with Jesus Christ in His death and, in the same way, you are dying to your 

old way of living. Also, when you get baptized and come up out of the water it 

represents that you are united with Christ in His resurrection and are being raised 

up into the newness of life that is made possible by the love and grace of God.

“For when you were baptized, you were buried with Christ,  

and in baptism you were also raised with Christ.” 

 Colossians 2:12
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 Baptism is about making a public confession of our faith in Jesus 
Christ. If you already were baptized as a conscious decision of 
your own (not as a young child,) you do not need to be baptized 
again. If you were baptized at a younger age and have walked 
away from the Lord but are now recommitting your life back 
to God, you do not need to get baptized again. If you have 
never made a personal, conscious decision to be baptized by 
immersion in water (even if you were already baptized as a young 
child) we would encourage you to do so. This doesn’t devalue a 
prior experience but simply reflects your desire to be baptized 
the same way Jesus was.

 Baptisms are scheduled every 8 weeks or so, here at New Life 
Community Church. If you would like to know when the next 
baptism will take place, feel free to contact the church office at 
(805) 983-1890 or visit us online at: 
http://www.newlifeoxnard.com/waterbaptismform.

One week before the water baptism service there is a short 
10-minute baptism informational meeting after every church 
service. In this meeting you will learn what the Bible has to say 
regarding water baptism, look at some very common  
questions concerning water baptism, and find out all of the 
details you will need to know for the water baptism service the 
following week. At that meeting you will fill out the water baptism 
form, which once completed, will be used to sign you up to 
participate in the water baptism service. You can also find this 
form online at http://www.newlifeoxnard.com/waterbaptismform 
or in the church lobby at the information center.

 Men should wear a swimsuit or shorts and a dark colored top 
to be baptized in. Women should wear shorts or a swim suit 
with shorts over it and a dark colored top. Please do not wear 
a white or light colored shirt. You will want to bring a change 
of clothes and a towel as well. We do have New Life Baptism 
T-shirts available for $5. You can purchase one at the baptism 
informational meeting or at the water baptism service.

 Absolutely! We want to celebrate your new life in Christ with as 
many as possible.

 Yes. At the beginning of the baptism service, the pastor will 
briefly explain the meaning of water baptism. You will wait in line 
for your name to be called. Once it is time for you to step into 
the water, the pastor will introduce you and ask you when and 
how you received Jesus as your Lord and Savior.

 You will be briefly lowered just under the water. You may cross 
your arms and plug your nose if you like. People will often clap 
and cheer for you. You can then leave the water,  
dry off, and celebrate with the others who are being baptized.

What about being 
baptized twice?

What will happen 
when I am 
baptized?

Will I have to say 
anything?

Can my friends & 
family attend?

What should I 
bring?

How do I sign up 
to be baptized?

When do baptisms 
take place?



 As soon as you have believed! There is no waiting period. As 
soon as someone has received Christ as their Lord and Savior 
they can and should be baptized.

“Those who believed…were baptized…that day.” Acts 2:41

 Yes, older children may be baptized. However, rather than 
having a child wait until a specific age in order to get water 
baptized, we ask that, they wait until first, they are old enough 
to understand the decision they’re making, and secondly, are 
mature enough to fully appreciate it. Water baptism is a very 
important part of a person’s walk with God. Therefore, it would 
be a disservice to the child to allow him/her to participate 
in something they do not fully understand or cannot fully 
appreciate. Typically, we have seen children who are in middle 
school or high school ready to take this step. We trust that 
parents will take the initiative to talk with their children in order 
to see if they are ready to get water baptized. Our pastors 
on staff are more than happy to be available to answer any 
questions or concerns a parent may have in regards to their 
child getting baptized. 

 We do not baptize infants or small children (even along with 
or being held by their parents) as this is difficult for them to 
understand. We do however offer baby dedication for infants 
and small children if you would like to dedicate your child to  
the Lord. This follows the example of Jesus who was dedicated 
by Mary and Joseph. 

 “Now when the days of her purification according to the Law of 
Moses were completed, they took Him to Jerusalem to present Him 
to the Lord.” Luke 2:22

 If you would like more information about dedication please 
contact the church office.

 No, it is not. Baptism is a public confession of the work of 
salvation that has already taken place in the life of a believer 
in Christ. We are not saved because we get baptized, we get 
baptized because we have been saved and want to declare our 
salvation publicly. 

 “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith…it is the gift of 
God – not by works, so that no one can boast.” Ephesians 2:8-9

 No, you do not need to be a member in order to be baptized, 
although we encourage everyone to get baptized wherever 
they consider their home church to be. If you belong to another 
Christian church, then we would suggest, that you get water 
baptized there so that your church family can be a part of this 
special moment in your walk with God. If you are from Ventura 
County and don’t already have a home church, we would love to 
be that church for you, to come alongside of you, and serve you 
as grow in your relationship with God. If you have recently made 
a commitment to Christ here at New Life, we would encourage 
you to be baptized as soon as possible, even if you have not 
been attending for very long.

When should  
I be baptized?

Do I have to be a 
member of New 
Life Community 
Church in order to 
be baptized?

Is baptism 
necessary for 
salvation?

Can my child be 
baptized?

Every person who has made the decision to believe in and 
follow Jesus Christ.

“Those who believed and accepted His message were baptized.”  
Acts 2:41

 “But when they believed Philip as he preached the Good News…and 
the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.” 
Acts 8:12

1.  You want to follow the example of Jesus.

  “At that time Jesus came from Nazareth and was baptized by 
John in the river.” Mark 1:9

2. Jesus commanded it.

   Jesus said, “Go then, to all people everywhere and make them my 
disciples, baptize them in the name of the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, and then teach them to obey everything I have 
commanded you.” Matthew 28:19-20

3. It is the way we identify ourselves as followers of Christ.

  “…many of the Corinthians who heard him believed and were 
baptized.” Acts 18:8

  “We know that we have come to know Him, if we obey His 
commands.” 1 John 2:3

Like Jesus was baptized – by immersion in water.

“As soon as Jesus was baptized, He went up and out of the water.” 
Matthew 3:16

Every baptism in the Bible was by immersion under water.

 “…then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and 
Philip baptized him.” Acts 8:38

Who should be 
baptized in water?

How should I be 
baptized?

Why should I be 
baptized?

We are so excited for you and thrilled to be a part of this special 

moment as you move forward in your relationship with God. As 

followers of Christ it is important that we go public with our faith 

in Jesus, and water baptism is exactly that! We want you to know 

that we are proud of you and our church is committed to serving 

you as you move forward serving Jesus. Take a few moments 

and read the information below in order to discover just how 

wonderful, amazing, and awesome this step of water baptism is 

in your relationship with God. If you have any questions please 

feel free to call the church office and speak with one of our 

pastors who are committed to helping you as you grow in Christ. 

We love you and God Bless! 

Pastors Steve & Tami Abraham


